BARON MASERES.                                    207
with much which might better have entered into another collection. It is not so well known that there is a volume of optical reprints, Scriptores Optici, London, 1823, 4to, edited for the veteran of ninety-two by Mr. Babbage12 at twenty-nine. This excellent volume contains James Gregory, Des Cartes, Halley, Barrow, and the optical writings of Huyghens, the Principia of the undulatory theory. It also contains, by the sort of whim in which such men as Maseres, myself, and some others are apt to indulge, a reprint of "The great new Art of weighing Vanity,"^ by M. Patrick Mathers, Arch-Bedel to the University of St. Andrews, Glasgow, 1672. Professor Sinclair/^of Glasgow, a good man at clearing mines of the water which they did not want, and furnishing cities with water which they did want, seems to have written absurdly about hydrostatics, and to have attacked a certain Sanders,1* M.A. So Sanders, assisted by James Gregory, published a heavy bit of jocosity about him. This story of the authorship rested on a note made in his
tracts on the nature and construction of Logarithms.... together with same tracts on the Binomial Theorem...., 6 vols., London, 1791-1807.
13 Charles Babbage  (1792-1871), whose work on the calculating machine is well known.   Maseres was, it is true, ninety-two at this time, but Babbage was thirty-one instead of twenty-nine.    He had already translated Lacroix's Treatise on the differential and integral calculus (1816), in collaboration with Herschel and Peacock.    He was Lucasian professor of mathematics at Cambridge from 1828 to 1839-
" The great and new Art of weighing Vanity, or a discovery of the ignorance of the great and new artist in his pseudo-philosophical writings. The "great and new artist" was Sinclair.
14 George Sinclair, probably a native of East Lothian, who died in 1696.   He was professor of philosophy and mathematics at Glasgow, and was one of the first to use the barometer in measuring altitudes.  The work to which De Morgan refers is his Hydrostaticks (1672).    He was a firm believer in evil spirits, his work on the subject going through four editions: Satan's Invisible World Discovered; or, a choice collection of modern relations3 proving evidently against the Saducees and Athiests of this present age, that there are Devils, Spirits, Witches, and Apparitions, Edinburgh, 1685.
15 This was probably William Sanders, Regent of St. Leonard's College, whose Theses philosophicae appeared in  1674, and whose Elementa geometriae came out a dozen years later.